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Old Testament: historical books

1 Kings 16

Lomp's temple. He gave it to some of his
officials and sent them to Damascus with this
message for King Benhadad® of Syria: ¥ *Our
fathers signed a peace treaty. Why don't we
do the same thing? This silver and gold is a
present for vou, 5o, would vou please break
vour treaty with Baasha and force him to
leave my country T

¥ Benhadad did what Asa asked and sent
the Syrian army into Israel. They captured the
towns of [jon, Dan, and Abel-Bethmaacah,
and the territories of Chinneroth and
Naphtali. ** When Baasha heard about it, he
left Ramah and went back to Tirzalh.

¥ Asa ordered everyone in Judah to carry
away the stones and wood Baasha had used
to strengthen the town of Ramah, Then he
used these same stones and wood to fortify
the town of Geba in the territory of Benjamin
and the town of 1

# Everything else Asa did while he was
king, including his victories and the towns
he rebuilt, is written in The Hisbory of the
Kings of Judah. When he got older, he had a
foot disease. 29 Asa died and was buried in the
tomb of his ancestors in Jerusalem.* His son
Jehoshaphat then became king.

King Nadab of [srael

 Madab son of Jeroboam became king of
Israel in Asa’s second year as king of Judah,
and he ruled two vears. ** Nadab disobeyved
the Lorn by following the evil example of his
father, who had caused the Israelites to sin.

#7-28 Baasha son of Ahijah was from the
tribe of Issachar, and he made plans to kill
Madab. When Nadab and his army went to
attack the town of Gibbethon in Philistia,
Baasha killed Nadab there. So in the third
vear of Asa’s rule, Baasha became king of
IsTacl.

# The Lorn's prophet Ahijah had earlier
saicl, “Not one man or boy in Jeroloam’s
farmily will be left alive.” And, as soon as
Baagha became king, he killed everyone in
Jeroboam's family, *° because Jeroboam had
made the LorD God of [srael angry by
sinning and causing the Israelites to sin.

A Everything else Nadab did while he was
king is written in The History of the Kings of
Israel,

# Fing Asa of Judah and King Baasha of
Israel were always at war.

Secalso: 15.2% 1 King 1470,

King Baasha of Israel

1 Baasha son of Ahijah became king of Israel
in Asa's third year as king of Judah, and he
ruled twenty-four years from Tirzah.

1 Baasha also disobeyed the LorD by acting
like Jeroboam, who had caused the Israelites
1o sin.,

CHAPTER 16

! The LorD sent Jehu son of Hanani to say to
Baasha:

* Nobody knew who you were until I, the
LorD, chose vou* to be the leader of my
people Israel, And now you're acting
exactly like Jeroboam by causing the
Israelites to sin. What you've done has
made me so angry ¥ that ['will destroy you
and your family, just as [ did the family of
Jeroboam. * Dogs will eat the bodies of
your rélatives who die in town, and
wultures will eat the bodies of those who
die in the country.

#7 Baasha made the LoRD very angry, and
that's why the Lok gave Jehu this message
for Baasha and his family, Baasha constantly
disobeyed the Lorp by following Jeroboam’s
sinful example — but even worse, he killed
everyone in Jeroboam’s family!

Everything else Baasha did while he was
king, including his brave deeds, is written in
The History of the Kings of Israel. Baasha died
and was buried in Tirzah, and his son Elah
became king.

King Elah of Isracl

& Elah son of Baasha became king of lsrael
after Asa had been king of Judah for
twenty-five years, and he ruled from Tirzah
for two years.,

# fimr commanded half of Elal’s chariots,
and he made plans to kill Elah.

Ome day, Elah was in Tirzah, getting drunk
at the home of Arza, his prime minister,
@ when Zimri went there and killed Elah. So
Zimri became king in the twenty-seventh
vear of Asa’s rule in Judah,

¥ As soon as Aimri became king, he killed
everyone in Baasha’s family. Not one man or
boy in his family was left alive — even his
close friends were killed. @ Baasha's family
was completely wiped out, just as the Lorn's
prophet Jel had warned. * Baasha and Elah
sinned and caused the Israelites to sin, and
they made the LORD angry by worshipping
idols.
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1 Kings 16 Old Testament: historical books

4 Everything else Elah did while he was
king is written in The History of the Kings of
Israel,

King Zimri of Israel

16 Fimri became king of lsrael in Asa’s
twenty-seventh vear as king of Judah, but he
ruled only seven days from Tirzah,

Israel’s army was camped near Gibbethon
in Philistia under the command of Omri. The
soldiers heard that Zimri had killed Elah, and
they made Omri their king that same day.

U At once, Omr and his army marched to
Tirzah and attacked. '* When Zimri saw that
the town was captured, he ran into the
strongest part of the palace and killed himself
by setting it on fire, ** Zimrl had disobeyved
the Losp by following the evil example of
Jeroboam, who had caused the Israelites to
1.

2 Everything else Zimri did while he was
king, including his rebellion against Elah, is
written in The History of the Kings of Erael.

King Omri of Israel

£ After Zimid died, some of the [sraelites
wanted Tibni son of Ginath to be king, but
others wanted Omri. 2 Omri's followers were
stronger than Tibni’s, so Tibni was killed,
and Omri became king of Istael 7 in the
thirty-first vear of Asa’s nule in Judah.

Omir ruled [srael for twelve years. The first
six vears he ruled from Tirzah, #¥ then he
bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for
six thousand pieces of silver, He bullt a town
there and named it Samaria, after Shemer
who had owned the hill.

¥ Omri did more evil things than any king
before him. *¢ He acted just like Jeroboam
and made the Lorp God of lsrael angry by
causing the [sraelites to sin and to worship
idols,

¥ Ewerything else Omri did while he was
king, including his brave deeds, is written in
The History of the Kings of irael. ** Omri died
and was buried in Samaria, and his son Ahab
became king.

King Ahab of Israel

# Ahab son of Omr became king of Israel in
the thirty-eighth year of Asa’s rule in Judah,
and he ruled twentv-two years from Samaria.
0 Ahab did more things to disobey the
Lomn than any king before him. * He acted
just like Jeroboam. Even worse, he married
Jezebel the daughter of King Ethbaal of
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Sidon* and started worshipping Baal. 2 Ahab
budlt an altar and temple for Baal in Samaria
¥ and set up a sacred pole* for worshipping
the goddess Asherah. Ahab did more to make
the Lorn God of Isragl angry than any king of
Israel before him.

H While Ahab was king, a man from Bethel
named Hiel rebuilt the town of Jericho, But
while Hiel was laving the foundation for the
towwmn wall, his eldest son Abiram died. And
while he was finishing the gates, his
youngest son Segub died. This happened just
as the LorD had told Joshua to say many
years ago.*

Elijah the prophet

CHAPTER 17

Elijah stops the rain

1 Elijah was a prophet from Tishbe in Gilead.*
One day he went to King Ahab and said, “I'm
‘a servant of the living Lorp, the God of
Israel. And 1 swear in his name that it won't
rain until I say so. There won't even be any
dew on the ground.”

* Later, the LorD said to Elijah, ? “Leave
and go across the River Jordan so you can
hide near Cherith Brook. * ¥ou can drink
wm;mmﬂmlxmznﬂmmffmdlw:
tald the ravens to bring you.”

% Elijah obeyed the LokD and went to live!
near Cherith Brook. © Ravens brought him
bread and meat twice a day, and he drank
water from the brook. 7 But after a while, it
dried up because there was no rain.

Elijah helps a widow in Zarephath

& The Lorb told Elijah, * “Go to the town of
Zarephath in Siclon and live there. I've told a
widow in that town to give you food.”

1 When Elijah came near the town gate of

‘e saw a widow gathering sticks

for a fire, “Would you please me i
of water?” he asked. 11 As she left 1o get {1, he
asked, “Would you also please bring me a
piece of bread?™

16,31 Sidon: One of the most impartant cties in
Phicenicia, It was on the coast of the Mediterranean
Sea, north of Israel, in what is loday southem
Lebanon.

= 16,33 sacred pole: See the note al 14,15

*16.34 a man from Bethel . . . ago: See Joshus 6,26,

Sew aluot 'I&gltlmhé.:'ﬁ. V70 s 517
V7.9 Luke £.25, 26,



Old Testament: historical books

1 Kings 18

¥ The widow answered, *In the name of
the living LoRD your God, | swear that 1 don't
have any bread. All [ have is a handful of
flour and a little olive ofl. I'm on my way
home now with these few sticks to cook what
lhaveﬁurmfmnand_m_e_. After that, we will
starve to death.”

4 Elijah said, “Everything will be fine. Do
what you said. Go home and prepare
something for yourself and your son. But
first, please make a small piece of bread and
hhghtumeﬂ"ﬁml.ﬂmﬁoduﬁﬁaﬂhxs

D}}#ofﬂmm’tmm
m&ymutmtﬂem’ wontdrgupbﬁfumhﬁ

sends rain for the
4 The widew 1 ﬂoﬁmmﬂdidmﬂly

what Elijah had told her. She and Elijah and
her family had mﬂwghfoodlbrllmgthne

¥ The LorD kept the that his
prophet Elijah had made, and she did not run
ourt of flour or oil.

Elijah brings a boy back to life

7 Several days later, the son of the woman
who owned the house* got sick, and he kept
getting worse, until finally he died.

18 The woman shouted at Elijah, “What
have [ done to you? | thought vou were God’s
prophet. Did you come here to cause the
death of my son as a reminder that ['ve
sinned against God?"*

1% “Bring me your son,” Elifah said. Then
he took the boy from her arms and carried
him upstairs to the room where he was
staying. Elijah laid the boy on his bed * and
praved, “Lokn God, why did vou dosuch a
terrible thing to this woman? She’s letting
me stay here, and now you've let her son
die.” * Elijah stretched himself out over the
boy three times, while praying, “Losp God,
bring this boy back to life!™

# The LorD answered Elijah’s prayer, and
the boy started breathing again. #* Elijah
picked him up and carried him downstairs.
He gave the boy to his mother and said,
“Look, your son is alive.”

Yo are God's prophet” the woman
replied. “Now [ know that you reallv do
spiak for the Lorp.”

#17.17 the woman who ewned the house: This may
of may not be the same woman as the widow in
werses B=14,

*17.18 DM you . .. God: In ancient imes people
sometimes thought that il they sinned, something
terrible would happen o them,

Seealso: 17,20 2 Ring 4.54,35

CHAPTER 18

Elijah proves he is the LorRD®s prophet

Hmmeywsnu:anfeummmumd
there was almost nothing to eat

The Lorp said to Elijah, “Go and meet with
Eing Ahab. [ will soon make it rain.” So Elijah

went to see Ahab.

*5 At that time Obadiah was in charge of

‘Ahaly's palace, but he faithfully worshipped

mgmm.hfam.lﬁlmjmhﬂwnkrﬂngm
kill the Lorp's Cbadiah hid a
hundred of them in two caves and gave them'
food and water,

Ahab sent for Obadiah @ and said, “We
have to find something for our horses and
mules to eat. If we don't, we will have to kill
them. Let’s look around every brook and
spdng!nthemm!rfﬁxmgrass “You go

one way, and I'll go the other.” Then they

Left in se directions.

¥ As Obadiah was walking along, he met
Elijah. Obadiah recognized him, bowed
down, and asked, “Elijah, is it really vou?”

#Yes, Go and tell Ahab I'm here.™

# Obadiah replied:

King Ahaty would kill me if | told him that,
And I haven’t even done anvthing wrong.
% [ swear to you in the name of the living
Lorp your God that the king has looked
everywhere for you, He sent people to look
in every country, and when they couldn’t
find vou, he made the leader of each
country swear that you were not in that
country, ** Do you really want me to tell
him vou're here?

E What if the LorD's Spirit takes vou
away as soon as [ leave? When Ahab comes
to get you, he won't find you. Then he will
surely kill me.

I have worshipped the LoRD since T was a
boy. ¥ [ even hid a hundred of the Loan's
prophets in caves when Jezebel was trying
to kill them. 1 also gave them food and
water. ¥4 Do you really want me to tell
Ahab you're here? He will kill me!

¥ Elijah said, “I'm a servant of the living
Lorp All-Powerful, and [ swear in his name
that [ will meet with Ahab today.”

1 Obadiah left and told Ahab where to find
Elijah.

Ahab went to meet Elijah, ' and when he
saw him, Ahab shouted, “There you are, the
biggest troublemaker in Israel[”

15 Elijah answered:
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1 Kings 18 ©Old Testament: historical books

You're the troublemaker — not me! You
and your family have disobeved the Lorp's
commands by worshipping Baal.

¥ Call together everyone from Israel to
meet me on Mount Carmel. Be sure to bring
along the four hundred and fifty prophets
of Baal and the four hundred prophets of
Asherah who eat at Jezebel's table,

= Ahab got everyvone together, then they went
to meet Elijah on Mount Carmel. 21 Elijah
stood in fromt of them and said, “How much
longer will you try to have things both ways?
If the Lorn is God, worship him? But if Baal is
God, worship him[®

The people did not say a word.

# Then Elijah continued:

I am the Lorp's only prophet, but Baal has
four handred and fifty prophets.

% Bring us two bulls, Baal's prophets can
take one of them, kil it, and cut it into
pieces. Then they can put the meat on the
wood without lighting the fire. [ will do the
same thing with the other bull, and [won't
light a fire under it either.

# The prophets of Baal will pray to their
god, and [ will pray to the LorD. The one
who answers by starting the fire is God.

“That's a good idea,” everyone agreed,

# Elijah said to Baal's prophets, “There are
more of you, $o you go first. Pick out a bull
and get it ready, but don't light the fire. Then
pray to your god.”

% They chose their bull, then they got it
ready and prayed to Baal all morning, asking
him to start the fire, They danced around the
altar and shouted, “Answer us, Baall™ But
there was no answer,

i At midday, Elijah began making fun of
them. “Pray louderl” he said. “Baal must be a
god. Perhaps he's daydreaming or using the
toilet or travelling somewhere. Or perhaps
he's asleep, and you have to wake him up.”

# The prophets kept shouting louder and
louder, and they cut themselves with swords
and knives until they were bleeding. This was
the way they worshipped, * and they kept it
up all afternoon. But there was no answer of
any kind.

# Elijah told evervone to gather around him
while he repaired the Lorp's altar. * Then
e used twelve stones to build an altar in
honour of the Lorn. Each stone stood for one
of the tribes of Israel, which was the name the
Lorp had given to their ancestor Jacob. Elijah

dug a ditch aroumd the alvar, large enough to
hold almost fourteen litres. ** He placed the
wood on the altar, then they cut the bull into
pieces and laid the meat on the wood.

He told the people, “Fill four large jars with
water and pour it over the meat and the
wood.” After they did this, * he told them to
do it two more times, They did exactly as he
said *Funtil Anally, the water ran down the
altar and filled the ditch.

¥ When it was time for the evening
sacrifice, Elijah praved:

Onar Lorny, you are the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel. Now, prove that you are
the God of this nation,* and that [, vour
servant, have done this at your commaned.
 Please answer me, so these people will
know that you are the LorD God, and that
you will tumn their hearts back to vou.*

¥ The LorD immediately sent fire, and it
burnt up the sacrifice, the wood, and the
stones, It scorched the ground everywhere
around the altar and dried up every drop of
water in the ditch, ** When the cowd saw
what had happened, they all bowed down
and shouted, “The Lok is God! The LorD is
God!"”

# Just then, Elijah said, “ Grab the prophets
of Baall Don't let any of them get away.”

50 the people captured the prophets and
took them to the River Kishon, where Elijah
killed every one of them.

It starts to rain

it Elijah told Ahab, “Get something to eat
and drink. 1 hear a heavy rain coming.™

£ Ahab left, but Elijah climbed back to the
top of Mount Carmel. Then he stooped down
with his face almost to the ground * and said
to his servant, * Look towards the sea.”

The servant left. And when he came back,
he said, “1 looked, but | didn’t see anyvthing.”
Elijah told him to lock seven more times.,

“ After the seventh time the servant
replied, “I see a small clowd coming this way.
Bt it"s no bigger than a fist,”

Elijah rold him, “Tell Ahab to get his
chariot ready and start home now.
Otherwise, the rain will stop him.”

¥ 4 few minutes later, it got very coudy
and windy, and rain started pouring down. 5o
Elijah wrapped his coat around himself, and
the LogD gave him strength to run all the way
to Jezreel. Ahab followed him.

Seealsoc TE31: Gen 31.28; 3510
342
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Old Testament: historical books

1 Kings 19

CHAPTER 19

Elijah runs away
from Ahab and Jezebel

! Ahab told bis wife Jeselel what Elijah had
done and that he had killed the prophets, ? She
sent a message to Elijah: “You killed my
prophets, Now I'm going to kill you! I pray
that the gods will punish me even more
se*.etel}rlfldantdpltby this time tomorrow.™

* Elijah was afraid when he got her
message, and he ran to the town of Beersheba
in Judah. He left his servant there, ¢ then
walked another whole day into the desert.
Fmaﬂyimﬂmetqalwmbushmmmn
in its shade. He begged the Loro, “I've had
enough. Just let me diet I'm no better off
than my ancestors.” 5 Then he lay down in
the shade and fell asleep.

“Cet up and l!at“mijahlackeduomld;md
by his head was a jar of water and some
baked bread. He sat up, ate and drank, then
lay down and went back to sleep.

7 Soon the Lorp's angel woke him again
and said, “Get up and eat, or else you'll get
too tired to travel . & 5o Elijah sat up and ate
and drank.

The food and water made him strong
enough to walk forty more days. At last, he
reached Mount Sinal,* the mountain of God,
* and he spent the night there in a cave,

The Lorp appears to Elijah

While Elijah was on Mount Sinai, the LORD
asked, “Elijah, why are you here?”

1 He answered, “LorRD God All-Powerful,
I've always done my best to obey vou, But
your people have broken their solemn
promise to you. They have torm down your
altars and killed all your prophets, except me.
And now they are even trying to kill mel™

1t Go out and stand on the mountain,”
the Loen replied. 1 want you to see me when
1 pass by.”

All at once, astrong wind shook the
mountain and shattered the rocks. But the
Lok was not in the wind, Next, there was an
earthguake, but the LORD was not in the
earthquake. ¥ Then there was a fire, but the
LoRD was not in the fire,

Finally, there was a gentle breeze,* ¥ and
when Elijah heard it, he covered his Face with
his coat. He went out and stood at the
entrance to the cave.

Seealsoc 104 fon 4.3 TR10: Rom 11.3,

The Lorne asked, “Elijah, why are you
here?™

4 Elijah answered, = Lorn God
All-Powerful, I've always done my best to
obey you. But your people have broken their
solemn promise to vou. They have torn down
vour altars and killed all vour prophets,
except me, And now they are even trying to
kill me!™

1 The Lok said:

Elijah, you can go back to the desert near

Damascus, And when vou get there,

appoint* Hazael to be king of Syria. * Then

appoint Jehu son of NMimshi to be king of

Izrael, and Elisha son of Shaphat to take

vour place as my prophet.

¥ Hazael will start killing the people who

worship Baal, Tehu will kill those who

escape from Hazael, and Elisha will kill

those who escape from Jelhn.

12 But seven thousand Israelites have
refused to worship Baal, and they will
live.

Elisha becomes Elijah®s assistant

# Elijah left and found Elisha ploughing a
field with a pair of oxen. There were eleven
other men in front of him, and each one
was also ploughing with a pair of oxen.
Elijah went over and put his own coat on
Elisha.*

# Elisha stopped ploughing and ran after
him. “Let me kiss my parents goodbve, then
'l go with you,” he said.

“You can go,” Elijah said. “But remember
what I've done for you.”

% Elisha left and took his oxen with him.
He killed them and boiled them over a fire he
had made with the wood from his plough. He
gave the meat to the people who were with
him, and they ate it. Then he left with Elijah
and became his assistant.

*12.15 appoint: This would have induded a
ceremony in which olive oil would be poured on his
hiead o show that b was now king.

*19.99 pul . . . Elisha: This was a sign thal Elijah
wanted Elisha to follow him-and become a prophet.
Seealvo: TRY& Rom 1103 105 2 King B.7-13,

1996 2 King 2.9-6. 1918: Rom 11.4,
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1 Kings 20

Old Testament: historical books

King Ahab and Queen
Jezebel

CHAPTER 20

Syria attacks lsrael

L King Benhadad of Syria* called his army
together. He was joined by thirty-two other
kings with their horses and chariots, and
together they marched to Samaria and
attacked. ? Benhadad sent 2 messenger to tell
King Ahab of Israel, 7 “ Ahab, give me your
silver and gold, your wives,* and your
strongest sons™

Your Majesty,” Ahab replied,
“everything | have is yours, induding me.”

7 Later, Benhadad sent another messenger
to say to Ahab, “I have already told yvou to
give me your silver and gold, your wives, and
your children. ¥ But tomorrow at this time,

[ will send my officials into your city to
search your palace and the houses of your
officials. They will take everything else that
you* own.”

" Ahab called a meeting with the leaders of
Israel and said, * Benhadad is causing real
trouble. He told me to give him my wives
and children, as well as my silver and gold.
And 1 agreed.”

E2Don't listen to him!” they answered.
“You don't have to do what he says.”

50 Ahab sent someone to tell Benhadad,
“Your Majesty, I'll give you my silver and
gold, and even my wives and children, But |
won't let you have anvthing else.”

When Benhadad got his answer, *“ he
replied, “Tll completely destroy Samarial
There won't even be enough of it left for my
soldiers to carry back in their hands. If 1 don't
do it, [ pray that the gods will punish me
terribly.”

1 Ahab then answered, * Benhadad, don't
boast before the fighting even beging. Wait
and see if you live through it.”

# Meanwhile, Benhadad and the other
kings had been drinking in their tents. But
when Ahab’s reply came, he ordered his
soldiers to prepare to attack Samaria, and
they all got ready.

H At that very moment, a prophet ran up to
Ahab and said, “You can see that Benhadad's
army 15 very strong, But the LoRD has

#20.1 King Benhadad of Syria: This is prolbably not
the same Benhadad menticned in 15,18-21,

*20.3 wives: Having more than one wife was allowed
i those imes.
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promised to help you defeat them today. Then
vou will know that the LogD is in control.”

" “Who will fight the battle?™ Ahab asked.

The prophet answered, “The young
bodyguards who serve the district officials.”

“But who will lead them into battle?™ Ahab
asked.

“You willl” the prophet replied.

¥ 5o Ahab called together the two hundred
and thirty-two young soldiers and the seven
thousand troops in Israel's army, and he got
them readyv to fight the Syrians.

Israel defeats the Syrians

117 Ar midday, King Ahab and his Israelite
army marched out of Samaria, with the
voung soldiers in front.

King Benhadad of Syria and the thirty-two
kings with him were drunk when the scouts
he had sent out ran up to his tent, shouting,
“We just now saw soldiers marching out of
Samarial”

12 *Take them alivel” Benhadad ordered.
“Tdon't care if they have come out to fight or
to surrender,”

¥ The young soldiers led Israel's troops
into battle, * and each of them attacked and
killed an enemy soldier, The rest of the
Syrian army turmned and ran, and the
[sraelites went after them. Benhadad and
somne others escaped on horses, # but Ahab
and his soldiers followed them and captured*
their horses and chariots,

Ahab and Israel’s army crushed the Syrians.

# Later, the prophet* went back and
warmed Ahab, “Benhadad will attack vou
again next spring. Build up your troops and
make sure you have some good plans.”

Syria attacks Israel again
2 Meanwhile, Benhadad’s officials went to
him and explained:

Israel’s gods are mountain gods. We fought
Israel’s army in the hills, and that’s why
they defeated us. But if we fight them on
fat land, there’s no way we can lose.

“ Here's what you should do. First, get
rid of those thirty-two kings and put army
commanders in their places. 2* Then get
maore soldiers, horses, and chariots, so vour
army will be as strong as it was before.
We'll fight Israel’s army on flat land and
wipe them out.

Benhadad agreed and did what they sugpested.,

*20.22 the pro .p.hr.:t: See verse 13,



Old Testament: historical books

1 Kings 21

# In the spring, Benhadad got his army
together, and they marched to the town of
Aphek to attack Israel. 77 The Israclites also
prepared to fAight. They marched out to meet
the Syrians, and the two armies camped
facing each other. The Syvrians covered the
whole area, but the EBraelites looked like two
little focks of goats.

% The prophet went to Ahab and said, “The
Syrians think the Lok is a god of the hills
and not of the valley:, 5o he has promised to
help you defeat their powerful army. Then
you will know that the LoRD s in control.”

“ For seven days the two armies staved in
their camps, facing each other. Then on the
severith day the fighting broke out, and
before sunset the Israelites had killed one
hundred thousand Svrian troops, * The rest
of the Syrian army ran back to Aphek, but the
town wall fell and crushed twenty-seven
thousand of them.

Benhadad also escaped to Aphek and hid in
the back room of a house. ! His officials said,
“Your Majesty, we've heard that Israel’s kings
keep their agreements. We will wrap
sackcloth around our waists, put ropes around
our heads, and ask Ahab to let you live.”

= They dressed in sackcloth and put ropes
on their heads, then they went to Ahab and
said, “Your servant Benhadad asks vou to let
him lve.”

“Is he still alive?” Ahab asked. “Benhadad
is like a brother to me."”

4 Berthadad’s officials were trying to
understand what Ahab was thinking, and when
b said “brother”, they quickly replied, “You're
rght[ You and Benhadad are like brothers.”

“Go and get him,” Ahab said.

When Benhadad came out, Ahab asked
him to dimb up into his chariot.

# Benhadad said, “T'll give back the towns
my father took from your father. And you
can have shops in Damascus, just as my
father had in Samaria. ™

Ahab replied, “If you do these things, I'll
let vou go free.” Then they signed a peace
treaty, and Ahab let Benhadad go.

A prophet condemns Ahab

# About this time the LokD comumanded a
prophet to say to a friend, “Hit me!™ But the
friend refused, * and the prophet told him,
“You disobeved the LorD, and as soon as you
walk away, alion will kill vou.” The friend
left, and suddenly a lion killed him.

Secalso: 2036 1 Ring 13,04,

7 The prophet found someone else and
said, “Hit me[” 5o this man beat him up.

# The prophet left and put a bandage over
his face to disguise himself, Then he went
and stood beside the road, waiting for Ahab
to pass by,

B When Ahab went by, the prophet
shouted, “Your Majesty, right in the heat of
battle, someone brought a prisoner to me
and told me to guard him. He said if the
prisoner got away, | would either be killed or
forced to pay three thousand pleces of silver,
40 But [ got busy doing other things, and the
prisoner escaped.”

Ahab answered, “You will be punishied just
as vou have said.”

4 The man quickly tore the bandage off his
face, and Ahab saw that he was one of the
prophets, ¥ The prophet said, “The Lorp told
vou to kill Benhadad, but vou let him go.
Mow you will die in his place, and your
people will die in place of his people.”

# Ahab went back to Samaria, angry and
depressed.

CHAPTER 21
Jezebel has Naboth killed
i I'hbuﬁ owned n*n‘l.l:legtard in Jezreel near
Ahab’s
daY:IMmda “Naboth, your
vflnEj"ardlsn.emmjrpalace Give it tome so 1

«can tum it into a vegetable garden. 1l give

ynuahetlaﬂnay.mimpa}r?ﬂnmetyml
want for vours.”
¥ Naboth answered, “This vineyard has
mﬂwmbem” inmy family. | won't let you
i,

1d depressed
bEcmlseonhal Nabmhhadtch;lhhn_ﬂe lay

‘on his bed, just staring at the wall and

refusing to eat a thing.

¥ Jezebel his wife came in and asked,
“What's wrong? Why won't vou eat?”

47 asked Naboth to sell me his vineyard or
to let me give him a better one,” Ahab
replied. “And he told me I couldn’t haye it.”

7 “Aren’t you the king of Israel?” Jezebel
asked. “Get out of bed and eat something!
Dou‘twmn['llgetﬂaho;th’svmwmﬁhr
you,®

=10 Jezebel wrate a letter to each of the
leadmofﬂwtmmwhm Naboth lived. In

345



=

Kings 21

Old Testament: historical books

Call everyone together and tell them to go
without eating® today. When they come
together, give Naboth a seat at the front.
Get two liars 1o sit facing him and swear
that Naboth has cursed God and the king.
Then take Naboth outside and stone him
to death!

She signed Ahab’s name to the letters and
sealed them with his seal. Then she sent
them to the town leaders.
1t After recetving her letters, they did
exactly what she had asked. ** They told the
that it was a day to go without eating,
when they all came together, they seated
Naboth at the front. 1 The two liars came in
and sat | ¢
hhnr.-f:
peaple dr
him to death.
14 The leaders of Jezreel sent an
bﬁgﬂ:o]mbd that bsélﬂd,'hhboﬂtm ﬂdm:li;]t
As soon as Jezebel got message,
told Ahab, “Now you can have the vineyard
Nabmhrnﬁiﬂiﬁhseﬂ.]m-:wndf 15 Ahab
gotup anid went to take over the vineyard.

Godmﬂﬂnhng,sahe
Maboth outside and stoned

Elijah condemns Ahab

1 The Lorb said to Elijah the prophet,
E“ﬂngﬁhabuf]melismﬂaburhs

mw,takingilmer ¥ Goand
mﬁlmlﬁ;aﬂm, “Ahab, you murdered

Naboth and took his property. And so, in the
very sp-ctimu'ed_oﬁ.lil:kad up Naboth's
blood, they will lick up your blood." *

When Elijah found him, 2% Ahab sa.l.d., “50,
my enemy, you've found me at last.”

Elijah answered:

Yes, L havel Ahab, you have managed to do
evervthing the LogD hates. *1 Now you will
b punished. You and every man and boy
in your family will die, whether slave or
free. #2 Your whole family will be wiped
out, just like the families of King Jeroboam
and King Baasha. You've made the LoRD
very angry by sinning and causing the
Israelites to sin.

# And as for Jezebel, dogs will eat her
body there in Jexreel, ** Dogs will also eat
the bodies of vour relatives who die in
town, and vultures will eat the bodies of
those who die in the country,

*20.8-10 Lo go witheul eating: People sometimes .

came tegether lo worship and o go withoul eating
to show that they were sorry for their sins,

Secalsoc 21.23 2 King 2,36,
346

5 When Ahab heard this, he tore his
clothes and wore sackcloth day and night. He
was depressed and refused to cat,

Some time later, the Loan said, “Elijah, do
you see how sorry Ahab is for what he did?
I'won't punish his family while he is still
alive. I'll wait until his son is king.”

Mo one was more determined than Ahab to
disobey the Lorp, And Jezebel encouraged
him. Worst of all, he had worshipped idols,
just as the Amorites® had done before the
Lorn forced them out of the land and gave it
tea [spael.

CHAPTER 22

Micaiah warns Ahab about disaster
This i% also told in 2 Chronicles 18.2-27

! For the next three years there was peace
between Israel and Syria. # During the third
vear King Jehoshaphat of Judah went to visit
King Ahaly of Israel,

i Ahab asked his officials, “Why haven't we
tried to get Bamoth in Gilead back from the
Svrians? It belongs to us.” * Then he asked
Jehoshaphat, “Would you go to Ramoth with
me and attack the Syrians?”

“Just tell me what todo,” Jehoshaphat
answered. “My army and horses are at your
command, ° But first, let's ask the Lorn,”

& Ahal sent for about four hundred
prophets and asked, “Should [ attack the
Syrians at Ramoth?™

“Yes|™ the prophets answered, “The Lord
will help you defeat them. ™

" But Jehoshaphat said, “Just to make sure,
is there another of the LorD's prophets we
can ask!™

#We could ask Micaiah son of Imlah,™
Ahab said, “But [ hate Micaiah, He always has
bad news for me.”

“Dron’t sayv that!” Jehoshaphat replied.

# Then Ahab sent someone to bring Micaiah
as soon as possible.

¥ All this time, Ahab and Jehoshaphat were
dressed in their roval robes and were seated
on their thromes at the threshing place near
the gate of Samaria. They were listening to
the prophets tell them what the LorD had
said.

1 Zedekiah son of Chenaanah was one of
the prophets, He had made some horns out
of iron and shouted, “Ahab, the LorD says

*21.25-29 Amorites: A name sometimes used of the
people who lived in Palestine before the 1sraelites.
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vou will attack the Syrians like a bull with
iron hornms and wipe them ouat[”

' All the prophets agreed that Ahab should
attack the Svrians at RBamoth, and they
promised that the LorD would help him
defeat them.

¥ Meanwhile, the messenger who went to
get Micalah whispered, “Micaiah, all the
prophets have good news for Ahab, Now go
and say the same thing.”

el say whatever the living LoD tells
me to say,” Micaiah replied.

¥ Then Micalah went to Ahab, and Ahab
asked, “Micaiah, should [ attack the Syrians
at Ramoth?™

“¥es!” Micaiah answered. “The Lorn will
help you defeat them.”

15 “Micaiah, I've told you over and over
agiain to tell me the truth!” Ahab shouted.
“What does the LorD really say 7™

7 He answered, “In a vision® [ saw lsraclite
soldiers walking around in the hills like
sheep without a shepherd to guide them. The
LorD saild, “This army has no leader. They
should go home and not fight .

15 ahab turned to Jehoshaphat and said,

“1 told you he would bring bad news!”
¥ Micaiah replied:

Listen to this! [ also saw the LoD seated
on his throne with every creature in
heaven gathered around him., ** The Lognp
asked, “Who can trick Ahab and make
him go to Ramath where he will be
killed?

They talked about it for a while, ! then
finally a spirit came forward and said to the
Lown, “I can trick Ahab.™

“How?" the LoD asked.

#4111 make Ahal's prophets lie to him.”

“Good!” the LorD replied. “Now go and
doit.”

% This is exactly what has happened,
Ahab. The Lorn made all your prophets lie
to vou, and he knows you will soon be
destroyed.

# Zedekiah walked up to Micalah and
slapped him on the face. Then he asked, “Do
voui really think the LorD would speak to von
and not to me?”

#2217 wiskon: In ancient imes, prophets often told
abrout huture events irom what they had seenin
wisions or dreams,

Sesalsoc 227 Murm J7017: Mart 938 Mark £.34
22.1%: Job V.8 lsm 8,1,

# Micaiah answered, “You'll find out on
the day vou have to hide in the back room of
some house,”

# Ahab shouted, “Arrest Micaiah! Take
him to Prince Joash and Governor Amon of
Samaria. =7 Tell them to put him in prison
and to give him nothing but bread and water
until I come back safelv.”

¥ Micaiah said, *1f you do come back, [ was
wrong about what the LogD wanted me to
say.” Then he told the crowd, * Don't forget
what I said!"

Ahab dies at Ramoth
This is also told in 2 Chronicles 18228-34

# Ahab and Jehoshaphat led their armies to
Ramoth in Gilead. *° Before they went into
battle, Ahab said, " Jehoshaphat, I'll disguise
mysell, but vou wear your roval robe,”
Then Ahab disguised himself and went into
battle.

7 The king of Syria had ordered his
thirty-two chariot commanders to attack only
Ahaby, ¥ S0 when they saw Jehoshaphat in his
robe, they thought he was Ahab and started
toattack him. But when Jehoshaphat shouted
out to them, ** they realized he wasn't Ahab,
and they left him alone.

# However, during the fighting a soldier
shot an arrow without even aiming, and it hit
Ahab where two pieces of his armour joined.
He shouted to his chariot driver, “1've been
hit! Get me out of herel™

* The fighting lasted all day, with Ahab
propped up in his chariot so he could see the
Syrian troops, He bled so much that the
bottom of the chariot was covered with
blood, and by evening he was dead.

1 As the sun was going down, someone in
Israel’s army shouted to the others, “Retreat!
Go back home!™

# Ahab’s body was taken to Samaria and
buried there, * Some workers washed his
chariot near & spring in Samaria, and
prostitutes washed themselves in his blood.!
Dogs licked Ahab's blood off the ground, just
as the LORD had warned.

% Everything else Ahab did while he was
king, including the towns he strengthened
and the palace he built and furnished with
ivary, is written in The History of the Kings of
fzrael, ¥ Ahab died, and his son Ahaziah
became king,
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Mearly 5o different topics. Loads to discover,
dream and do.

Equality to education; farming to fair trade;
trees, tools and even toilets — they're all
there in the Bible. So this is a chance fo
explore specific issues and see what the Bible
has to say about them,

And as we do that, we'll see how issues of
poverty and justice are woven into the fabric
of the Bible, and how concern for the poor
and the oppressed forms part of the DNA of
our faith. Put the details together and you can
begin to see the bigger picture: a picture of a
God of compassion and love, a God who cares
about the details of our lives and longs lo see
Jjustice in action throughout his creation.

Some of these topics lead us down well-
worn paths; others take us info the byways of
the Bible, the bits we don't visit much. How
often you do these is up to you. You can do
them once a week, or all in one go. it doesn't
malter. The important thing is to follow the
trail and see where it leads...

Discaever
Find out about the issue. Dig inta the
Scriptures. Read, react, agree or disagree.
But don't let it stop there. Do yowr own
exploration and discover things for yourself,

lream
Time to think. Reflect on the issues and
dream some dreams. Pul your imagination Lo

work, to see what kind of a world il could be,

Lo
Take action. Create something; help out;
make a noise. Do a bit of research, create a
bit of a stir or make yoursell useful. Get your
hands dirty and get involved! And, of
COLFSE, pray.

Help yourself

There is more to discover,

Maturally you can't cover everything in
under 50 short columns. The highlighted
verses in The Poverty and Justice Bible are
just some of the verses that address these
issues. (In fact, as you work through the 3D
sections you'll find that we refer to verses
that aren't highlighted at all. Why? Often it's
because many of these verses don't refer
just to the poor, but they do have an even
bigger impact if you happen to be there at
the bottom of the pile.)

So if you can't find your particular
concern in the 3D section, then do your own
research. Some tools will be helpful, Gel
hold of a decent guide to the Bible or a
Bible commentary. Check the internel. Find

OPLE

liscover:

Many have argued over what it really
means to be “made in God's image”, bul at
the very least it indicales something
profoundly significant about humans. To
mistreat people is to forget this crucial fact:
they are made in the image of God. This
affects not only who we are, but how we
behave.

Ancient civilisations, such as Eqgupt and
Assyria, often described their kings as the
“image” or representative of their god.
Stalues of gods or kings were viewed in the
same wal. These words in Genesis have, as
one commentary puts it, “democratised this
old idea”. Every man and woman bears
God's stamp; everyone is God's
representative on earth;

When we live this out. we are being true
to our nature. We walk around this world,
reminding pecple of our Father.

Instead of oppressing athers, we empower

out what other Christians are saying about
the issue. And check out “Taking it further”
al the end of this section.

So dive into Scriplure and see whal else
you can find. And if you find verseswhich .
you think are crucial to"the issue, but which
haven't been marked, well, all you have (o
do is get yourself a highlighter pen...

them; instead of standing idle, we get

involved. We stand up for juslice, speak out

for the powerless and love the unlovely.
Why? Because we're Laking after our Dad,

Dream )
What if you were to wear a badge all
the time that said “God's rep™ "

Do

Build up a picture of what God js like.
Every time you read the Bible. write down
what it tells you about God, perhaps in a
journal.

Lord, | look at the stars at night, and |
wonder why you care about us.

i look at the earth, and | wonder why
you've-given us such immense
responsibility:

You are the ruler and yet you trustaus to
rule. You are amazing!



£ DISCOVEr: Lk o0
T "What s written in the Scriplures? How

do you understand them?” asks Jesus (10.26),

Or in other versions, “How do you read it

Of course, to read the Scriptures right, to p—

read anything right, first you have to be able . . Uream

to read. =~ Remember your own experience of
Poverty and lack of literacy go hand in learning to read,

hand. The poor, the homeless, the refugees Imagine every child in the world being able

have difficulty accessing education. Not being o read and write in his or her own language.

able to read, write or count means more than o

missing out on the latest blockbuster. It v Do

means that you cannot get a decent job. It . You're reading this, so perhaps you could

means that you are vulnerable to being " help someone else to read: at college, at

cheated. It means that you cannot easily hame, or at church.

claim things to which you have a right. How many different ways can you find to
Don't just think “overseas” either. Illiteracy give away books?

is rife in our own countries, particularly in Give some money away for books, pencils,

prisons where there is a huge link between a desk, a teacher, school wniform.

criminal behaviour and lack of literacy skills.
God wrote down his commandments for

Jesus, but think what they miss! Don't you
think Jesus would like people to be able 1o
read about him?

How do you read it?

Lord, turn me into a lifelong student of

Moses. Jesus read and quoted the Scriplures. gour words.
No one needs to be able to read to meet
r——
o~ liscover:  Dream

'“-‘r’ As someone once 5.au:| tu Spuderman
“With great power comes great responsibility.”

We are forcefully reminded of this in the
psalmist's beautiful prayer for the king, In a
world where so many leaders prefer the
wealthy and powerful, the king is to be honest
and fair — particularly Lo the poor and pa
homeless, He is to puaish their oppressors. His = D@
leadership is to be like falling rain which Ty to sum vp God's law from this psalm.
makes the grass grow. = Write it oot so that it fits on one side of

Leadership in government and business paper. Keep it near you.
today is often equated with the creation of Votel Folitics matters too much to be ignored.
wealth and prosperity, increasing the price of Find out who your MP is and contact him or
shares, growing the economy. Bul this psalm her on matters of poverty and justice aboul
calls for the creation of justice. which you feel passionate,

In Israel, each new king was expected to
write oot a copy of God's law. Whi? The
message was clear: to remind him to rule the
kingdom in God's way (Desteronomy
17.48—20).

God's job is to provide the grass; the king's
job is to help it grow.

; What il you were to write out the entire
Bible? How would that help you to remember
what God wants you to do?

Imagine one of youwr leaders rolling up his or
her sleeves and getting stuck in, building a
house for a person with no home.

Please help our leaders to be fronest and fair
Just like you, our God. Especially towards
the poor.

__Aony

_{f‘_-_r,-r'j;- Discover: Coinhions o 1g—26

¥ The Corinthian church was riven with
envy, factionalism and sinful behaviour, But
one of its main problems was the belief that
certain parts of the church were nol very
important; that certain parts could be ignored
or discarded,

Paul pictures the church as a body, made of
many parts, yet functioning as a unit, It is
based on varieties of skills and gifts and
mutual interdependence, Even the
inconspicuous parts of the body are important
and deserve respect.

The Bible describes people honestly. Paul
himsell was not an impressive speaker
(2 Corinthians 10.10—11). He seems to have had
a disability or a recurring illness, but that
didi't stop him (2 Corinthians 12.7—10;
Galatians 4.13—14). In the Old Testament,
Moses had a speech problem (Exodus 4.10).

It's not about ability or disability, but about
the gifting given lo yow by God. Sometimes
people with disabilities are barred from

_ GRAPES

participation, hidden away, or even discarded,
but God says everyone can play a part in the
body of Christ,

> bream
== Each time you meet someone, try to
imagine whal he or she could be one day,
complete in Christ,

o Do
E

" Develop an apprecistion of people who are

£ VEry different from L:|n|JI'SE|F.

Do you know people with disabilities in your
church or in your community? Talk to them.
Find out about their lives. How can you help
them? And, just as imporantly, how can they
help you?

Learn deaf signing language. -

4

Lord, sometimes | feel like a superhero; t,_.j-—i-
sometimes | feel like a worm. I'm going to O
keep my eyes on you, for you make me shine = 111
like the sun; [ need never blush with shame.

£  Disceover: . g1

It's one of those parenlal :_Iuches [at up
your dinner; people are starving in
IndiafAfrica/Milton Keynes/some other place.”
But like most clichés, it contains a spoonful
of truth. In the UK we throw away 7 million
tons of food every year — a third of all the
food we buy. Think of it. A third of the foad
in our shopping trolley will never see the
inside of our stomachs. It will be scraped into
bins or will just sit in a dark corner of the
fridge wntil, decades past jts sell-by date, it
starts to evolve into an entirely new life
form...

Leviticus shows us a different way to leave
food. It was not to be wasted, but put to
good use. Jesus collected up leftovers, too —
presumably so they could be given away
(Mark 6.34—44).

Cur parents were right. People are starving
arownd the world.

S0 eal your gresns,

= Take out all the contents of your fridge.

¢ Dream

= What is God asking you to leave behind
for the poor? Some of your salary? Your
food? Your time?

i
.
i
A

~ Finish your greens.

Work out how you're going ta vse it.

Find out what it costs to feed a family for a
week in another part of the world. Send them
the money.

Rain on the hills, grass for cattle,

plants for our food, grain for our health,
oil for our skin, and wine to cheer us up.
All this comes from you, Lord God,

for all of us to share.




[_.,.--"} Discover: rrovebe a5
=" The writer of Proverbs dep:cts a strliungll.gt
modern society where bribes are
commonplace, fines are imposed on innocent
parties and corruption is in control...
It's not hard to see how corruption spreads, If

you are paid a pittance (or not gelting paid at
all), then the temptation to look for bribes and

backhanders is immense,

Bul corruption taints everything, infecting
every area of society. Got a competitor? A
political opponent? Slap a fine on him, Don't
worry about the charge; the judge will find
something. Corruption even taints how we
view that society: “Why give money to them?
The whole system is corrupt.”

And corruption destroys hope. New
governments arrive with the promise of
cleanliness and honour, but they soon have
their snouts in the trough just the same,

Proverbs calls it what it is: wickedness.
Whether in the boardrooms of Britain, or the
border stations of the developing world, or

.__TREE .

&) Discever: veueronomy w1510
3/ Here, tucked away in a chapter of mllllarq
rules for the Israelites, is an intriguing piece of

ecological planning. “Cut down trees to make
siege weapons,” says God, “but not the fruit
trees.”

In other words, don't destroy something
you're going to need. Trees take a long time
to grow, but a short time to fell. Short-term
thinking has long-term consequences,

Trees feature heavily in the Bible. As well as

providing food (Deuteronamy z4.20~21), they
serve as memorials (Genesis 21.33), building
materials (1 Chronicles 14.1), shade (Zechariah
3.0; John 1.48), and even landmarks (Genesis
12.6). There are rules about planting and
cultivation (Leviticus 19.23—25).

In the arid Palestinian world, trees were
valued, Trees mattered,

Now we're learning the same lesson,
Thoughtless, greedy logging has led to
devastating results. Poverty is exacerbated by
a lack of firewood, Animals which provided

even when we are trying to avoid paying our
full tax, corruption has to be brought to light.
To paraphrase a famous slogan, we should
fight not only corruption, but also the causes
of corruption.

(> Dream
Think of a world leader. Imagine that
person being brave enough to fight corruption
and changing the face of his or her nation,

& Do
N ¥ Pray for world leaders, as if they were
= sitting next to you.
Put your money into a bank whose ethical
code you support.
Search your own heart and actions for any
hints of corruption,

Lord, let me stand near you. Help me to live
with integrity, consistently obedient to you,
whoever I'm with.

food now die through lack of habitat. Where
there are no tree roots to hold the rainwater,
land collapses, rivers flood and communities
are washed away.

The roots of trees go deep. Wield the axe
wisely. One day you might need that tree.

¢ ' Lream
= Picture a map showing the wooded areas
of your country. Imagine the green bits
spreading.
Look at trees around you now. Imagine them
in 200 years.

&

2. Plant a tree.
i will put down my rools in your house,
Lord God.
Make me flourish like a palm tree; strong
like a cedar of Lebanon.
Keep my spirit fresh and healthy, fruitful in
old age.

cHILD

[__,-v':;: Uiscover: . 19.45—15

~ It was common for parents in Jesus® day
lo bring their children to teachers and elders to
be blessed. Bul the disciples view this as a
distraction: "We're an a mission here. People to
see, places to go. Can't be distracted by kids.”

Jesus, however, rebukes them. He says these
children are models for the citizens of the
Kingdom and he welcomes them. For
welcoming them is like welcoming lesus
himself (Matthew 18.1~5). He also gives stern
warnings aboul anyone who causes them to
fall into sin [18.6).

The crushing of a child, the abuse of
children, their oppression, does exactly that: it
trips them up and snares them in sin. We are
commanded not o cause children to sin:
therefore we should rescue them from
bitterness. hurt, despair, rage — all the
emotions connecled with oppression and
abuse.

It's a rescue mission: go find them, save
them from the hands of their oppressors, give

TOILET

.rff'/"‘_ ulﬂm'ﬂl‘: Deuteronomy 23.12—14
S Dun't 16l me the. Bible's nat sbout
real life,

Out in the desert, God gives clear, exact
commands about cleanliness. “Make your
toilet outside your camp, And always carry a
small shovel.” Not a bad rule for life, if you
ask me.

Why did this matter? Partly it's to do with

holiness and purity: in the culture of the time,

the person approaching God has to be clean.
But also it's common sense: keeping your
refuse away from you means keeping clear of
disease.

This passage also shows that God cares
about all aspects of human life; he knows us
and he knows how we function — in every
sense of that word. He is not coy or
embarrassed; he who created us knows all
about sanitation,

Sadly, many people in the world cannot
obey this simple instruction. Living in slums

them what they need to flourish and, most of
all, bring them into the presence of Jesus,

= Every time you see an adult, try fo
imagine him or her as a child.
Every time you see a child, imagine that child
as an adult, the best he or she can be.

© De

When you see children you know, pay them
" some attention — look into their eyes and use
their name. Make them feel like they matter.

Pray for the children you see, for their future,
for them to grow up healthy, happy and
hopeful.

Sponsor a child through a development
agency; consider him or her part of your family.

Thank you, Lord, for the blessing of children:
their noisy singing, their loud laughter, their
enthusiasm and energy, their loyalty and love.
They are gifts from you. of strength and joy.

with open sewers. they have. literally,
nowhere else to go. And so disease. infection
and death spread.

God knows that people need simple things
like proper toilets. Or at least shovels.

= What would your world be like if all the
sewers stopped working?
Imagine every home in the world had a clean
toilet, just like yours..,

% Do
#.  Have a look down a drain. Then imagine
= sleeping next to it
Every time you use the loo, pay a toilet
toll. Add it up once a month and send it off
to a charity that builds toilets for people who

need them,

Deep in my heart, you know me Lord.
Nothing is hidden from you!

II



OBENIENCE
£ Discover: i

T s interesting Lo notice huw Uften lhe
Christians of the early Church were in prison.
Although Faul advised that Christians should
“obey the rulers and autharities and not ... be
rebellious” (Titus 5.1), he spent many years in
jail for refusing to behave himself! Faced with
unjust, wngodly laws, Christians have chosen
the path of civil disobedience. Jesus wenl
ballistic in the temple. The prophets staged
protests. The early Church refused to worship
Caesar.

Hers, Peter and the apostles lay down the
grovnd rules: we must obey God rather than

against apartheid, discrimination and war.

There are higher laws. There are Lhe
demands of God to be faced before the
demands of people. The apostles were tried,
abused, beaten. Why? Because they were
divinely disobedient.

¢ Dream

=7 What would cause you to protest against

a human law? What steps should you
take first?

4 0o

. " Go on, stick your neck out. Support a

people. When the bwo come into conflict, =" group with whose action or campaign you

God wins,

In recent years, the Church has played a
prominent role in civil disobedience. Christians
helped with the Underground Railroad that
saved the lives of thousands of escaping
slaves in America. In World War 1l, Christians
organised shelter for Jews escaping the Nazis.
Chrislians have been prominent campaigners

_STONE

can wholeheartedly agree.

Lord, sometimes people need to have courage
to be obedient: those with power, and those
without.

I, too, need courage. You are an awesome
God. Protect me and my desire to honour you
with my life.

,ﬁ,/"‘ DI:EGB"FEI‘: 23 10T

& in many parts of the wurld land is
desirable. Good locations, fartile land, mining
rights — whatever the attraction, people will
do what they can to get hold of it.
Governments and powerful cartels think
nothing of driving people from their land,
bulldozing houses, redrawing boundaries,
building walls. Slums are bulldozed to make
shopping malls; villages are Aooded by
enormous dams; raditional lands are taken
from their ancient owners.

So often the victims are the poor who have
to walch the little they have being taken
awal from them as they are unable to afford
the legal fees to fight their case.

Who will defend their rights? Here we see
that such people have a defender in God.
Proverbs warns against moving the stones
thal mark the boundaries of people’s land. In
the ariginal Hebrew, God is portrayed as the
next of kin, the redeemer. Part of the

I2

redeemer’s role was to buy back family land
that had been lost. God will take that part. He
will fight on behalf of his Family.

Who will fight for these people? Who will
be their kinsfolk? God will. And, perhaps, we
will too.

‘::--\

) Dream

= Imagine a world where no one fights

over land. Everyone is content with their own
territory. Everyone shares resources fairly.
Everyone respects others’ needs.

<
o Do

;. Get to know which peoples are
=7 dispossessed. Where in Lthe world are they?

How do they live and survive?

Our Lord, | know that you defend the
homeless and see that the poor are given
Justice. May I be someone you can rely on
to help.

Zj-:‘/ ﬂiaﬂﬂ?en Matthew 2.16—8
T Voices crying, Women weeping. An army
sweeps through a small Lown in Israel, carrying
out orders. Bethlehem was small; the victims
might not have numbered more than about a
dozen. But surely every victim had a mother,
and, just as surely, every mother cried,

This scene has been replicated throwghout
history. In the g7os and 1g8os, dictatorships in
Argenting and Chile "disappeared” thousands
aof their citizens. In Chile, mothers of the
disappeared protested by dancing alone,
without partners, lo symbolise their missing
sons. In Argentina, mothers of the missing
marched around the Flaza de Mayo in Buenos
Aires wearing photographs of those who had
gone,

From the massacre of a village to the
murder of a nation, many dictators have daone
exactly the same. Each of their victims has
someone who grieves. They have children who
mourn and mothers who weap. And they have
a Father in heaven who demands justice.

TORTURE

Deep grief will be assusged. Justice will be
done. In the meantime, we need lo speak up
for the victims,

Shall we dance?

{1 Dream

= You've just heard of the Bethlehem
massacre in the news. What do you do?
Imagine families being reunited with lost
relatives. Imagine people dancing together
joufully once mare.

& 5 Do
. Dispense with the stiff upper lip. Let the

= plight of others move you to tears.

Celebrate the fact that you are free and can
take action without being overcome by
despair. Write, ring, give money, pray.
Matthew quoles from Jeremish 3115, Read on a
bit. Does it give you hope?

Lord, wien I'm brought low with despair, help
me to praise you again.

/,,f: Discoever: uke =0
S The path of following tesus of[en leads to
perse::utFon For those of us in the West, with
its culture of freedom and choice, it is easy to
forget that in other parts of the warld certain
decisions mean oppression, exclusion,
persecution and even death.

Jesus makes plain the consequences of such
a chojce. His followers will be persecuted both
by the religious and by the sacular authorities.
Their own families will turn against them. They
will be hated because of him, And this is
indeed what happened to Peter, Paul, John and
James, not to mention many other lesser-
known names, down the years.

In the West, we may be scorned or ridiculed,
but we are not arrested for our faith. In many
countries throughout the world, however,
thousands of Christians share exactly Lhis fate.

Jesus predicled that his followers would be
persecuted; but just because it's expected
doesn't mean it's acceptable.

(  bream
o Imagine yoursell sending a card to a
Christian in prison. Picture the expression on
their face as they hold it in their hands.
Imagine them being released and reunited with
their family. It can happen!  * .

o
4. '-

= _"".Read about those who ‘suffer persecution.
=" Dan't let thair stories — and lives —
disappear without a trace. Yy
Put up pictures of persecuted Christian \
brothers and sisters on your wall.  « a % B
Request an email prayer alert from an * =

- organisation that works to help persecuted

Christians. ~ . ,'

\
Have mercy, Lord, on those who are. */
mistreafed. Keep them strong and rescue them
from death.




[ HIEW?IBI'I m-l Big—-2)

o "\/If someone shows dlsdaln for art or
culture, we call them an “ignorant Philistine™.
This is deeply Philistine-ist. Philistines were
cultivated people, especially good at
metalwork, which was how they oppressed the
Israalites for so long.

<lron was used for its strength and hardness;
tor objects such as axes, chisels, hoes,
plovghs — and weapons. The Philistines kept
the iron-working lechnology to themselves and
therefore Israel was dependent upon the
Ehilistines for repairing Lheir agricultural tools.
The Israelites had no choice but to pay
exorbitant prices.

Obviously, withholding technolagy as a
means of controlling other nations goes back a
long way. In aur day, the West still has the
best technology. More computers, better
science, internel access, telephony, electricity
= “It's all owrs and we'll allow you some of it,
but only if you can pay.”

People can be starved of technology, just as

(@ Discover: Luke 46—

Imagine the scene. Jesus back in his
home town, where he grew up as a boy and
learnt the builder's trade. And someone says
to him, "So, whal are you doing with yourself
these days?"

Here, in the synagogue, he answers the
question. He unrolls the scroll and reads from
Isaiah 6r1—2. This, says Jesus, is the Jubilee,
the year of the Lord's favour, the year of
forgiveness, the expression of God's love for
the poor. |t is Jesus' manifesto, his job
description, his statement of intent. He has
come to be good news; good news for the
poor, the imprisoned, the blind — all who
suffer. He sets the pattern and calls people to
the banguet with God.

Bul Jesus brings more to the parly. Good
news for the poor is not jusl someone to tell
them they are forgiven — it is also someone
to lift them out of poverty. Good news for

rtheu can he stawe?:';f food Th he;q can be

denied the opportunity to develop the tools
they need to develop. “Thal way we can keep
you poor, and charge you high prices al the
same time."

- wﬁt wuuld the world be like if

everybody had the same equipment at their
fingertips as you have — al work and in your
home?

Look through the pages of an altemative gift -

catalogue, Find a picture of something you
have in your home: pens and paper, nails and
screws, a radio. Send money so that others cant
have something you can’t do without.

God, you are on the side of every good [
person and you protect the poor. Use me to
further their plans, not to spail them. Make

me like you, Lord.

the homeless is the love of God — and a roafl
over their heads. As followers of Jesus, this is
our mission. We tell people about the saving
lowve of Jesus, and we show them whal he is
like.

(" bream

=" Try to sum up your own mission or

manifesta. Has anyone noticed what it is?

"f; Do

Write out your mission or manifesto —
then put it into action for 21 days. By that
time it should become second nature to you.

God our Father, thank you for Jesus who has
given us a window onto your ways. Thank
you for your love. You give a helping hand
to everyone who falls.

liscover:

Another urexpeciad discaveiy in The Bible
arl anchienl acoounl of & hangovel 11's a vivig!
denicticn ol [he efects ol |1|.|ui.|i||| = the
fighting. the hallucinations, the loss of
meméry, the sidange craving 1a doc il sl again

T1_||'|.HL, this ancienl addicticn has Laady 1::-.i.-.-r-||
by bihers, such as cigarettes and dipgs =
Beth ol Wwhich deshioy [ves a5 surely as deink

Addictian is bom al uhhappiness: People an
the stiest diink Lo dull the pain. Diogs 1ake
people awa from ife I oaly loca Title while
Cligarattes KL bot The picatine WL imight seem
asmiall momenl of pleasore 118 stressi Hie

Bt the descent can be trammabc, Addiction
feacks tooviolence, paverty, sickness and
i=nlation, it breaks up families

What can we dor Control ourselves: “Don'l
even look al i says Proverls We canalso
protes) al the cynical explodation of the
world's: poor by the crgarete and alcohol
l."||'|-||'lfellil-'\ Finsally, we should da all we can 1o

Uiscovern:
legyps, Tastiog For 4o dags an the: deserd, 1=
rempted by theodevil o oo stones inte bread

i He counters: the tempialhion with 2 guotation

from: Scnipture {Deuteronomu 8.3)

There are, yousee, olher kads ol hooge

Humans neec] more than the phgsical; they need

tove amidl respect, they need o bear From God

Throvghoul the warld there afe peaple who
are haigey) Tar the: Word oft God, sither because
they hive no Scriptoces in Hhein agiege, i
Hecduse [he Bible {5 Bacned i I helr comolg
Peonls i such, places Ireasure each scragp of
the Bilide My canged thedy
hands on. They memorise yearses, and [real one
oy |The gold leal Theg ars gy o bear
thirsty 1o think about Goxl: desperate for 1he
iyEne

Mearwwhile, 0 olr socisly, fusl 45 we ars
awesh with Food, we ars replets with Bililes
N prablen getting a Bllile, But dodwe valie (|
e games

hange L he rbol cailses; poverlly, oppressin,

ewneliviess: feelings of insignilicants, all lhosa

factors thal causs people to/'seek das)iuclive,
adlictive forms ol escape

Uream
Il peaple were signed-up meiilbers bl
Gad's Kingdom and loved Ly bis family, they'd —

leal valued! thaiyd e oselull smploged, and
} |

ever the lgisure paits ol their lives willd have
piepase sl jou. En'l Ihat s reasan W invite
Ihent inte the Familud

Do
 Make a st of al the benedits of Fyeari) &
toltower of desus and pact ot s Bmihy. Look
far ways of sharing this. with others. thrawgh
your words or yow lite, How can they resist?

Lord, when | am lonely and troubled, have
pite on me- When my awlul worries keep
growing, rescue me from sadness.

Chivet o thie siervices we can give peaple s o
(eed them with the YWord ol God: 1o provide
(hem withe the sparltosl nownshment theg mesd
Peopte nesd bread aml Bibles

Uream
Whiat would happen o all the dormeant
Bibles of the world were disted off and

requtarty conslbed?

Lo
Chonse & psalim and starl memurising one

VErSE & dal

Tak pait 1o “No Bible” Sunday and s f it
imakes iU appreciale what s like o be
without a Bible

Gives e lo & arganisslion Thal bogs
Bibles for those who need (hem .

Lord, | enjou plessing you, Your law 1s in my
heart. | am witling to listen and obey,



WATER

Discover: i
Planet FdrH g uul.d I:us- |En.:rned Planet
of the warld is w
ious, for only 1% is
rhml-abuf nﬂtIDl'l’ battle to keep this resource
to themselves, building huge reservoi

downstream into someone else’s country.
Enen at home, whar NE Once rnnk for granted

- to H'Illli'i. carefully

ﬂhuur our use of this precious substance.

In this passage from Isaia
water: the barren de
r_|rnl.~.-1h His wi
water
people’s

Many e in the world simply have no
water, Lack of water — or being forced to
drmh Illlhl’d“hq water — is the h:qqm single

ater allows them to
grown, communities

J..llscﬂver. G

r t|1:|"|r| q-l-l.ll status,
your family networ your job. Whilst
there was some movement ( nple among

: ild become free) of your

l.':r:||'|_|.,[ Church did not do awa
ere \'.'i|| Jews, ‘|:|'.1'

the gulf between Jew and
') has been bridged by

ris no |11|r|ef for FHLI'

each wr!h their own ide =nitity). 1‘1ll1 all
the same clothes.

can be developed, families can be kept clean,
children - o otherwise would spend all
day finding water — have a chance to gel an
education.

Water can bring life to barren lives and can

bring the desert to bloom

hr H!l] every child is in nimfﬂ H- oW r‘hl"|
that happen?

nd out how you can save water in your
ehold.
sh. Flush. Drink. Give thanks.

You, Lord, can turn deserts into lakes and
scorched land into flowing streams.

Help us work with you to channel water
towards people who desperately need it.

3.27 mig te that early
Christians symbolically took off old clothes
Lne’rme their baptism and put on a new set
5. What “clothes” are you going to
change into, as a Christian?
If |_|n1:| church were truly representative of
ving nearby, how would jt look

presented in your church. Where is the
bridge-building going to start?
Pmu for those who prrlﬂur

mination, inside or autside the church.

Lord, you don’t want anyone left out of
your family. Keep us united so that the
world will turn and worship you.

Discover:
lesus had already spoken about loving
our enemies (Luke 6.27, 35); here he raises
the possibility thal our enemies might even
be capable of love themselves,

The hatred between Jews and Samaritans
had deep roots, It was not just that the
Samaritans had a different religion, it was
also that they were a reminder of failure.
When the Babylonians took the Israelites into
exile, the Samaritans moved onto the land. So
they were a constant reminder of the
lsraelites’ most humiliating hour. They had
capitalised on Israel's failure. Yes, il was so0
years ago. but some people have long
memaories.

In this story it is the Samaritan, the hated
enemy, who is the hero. He makes costly
sacrifices, He provides bandages, probably

** by tearing his own clothing. He uses his own
~~wine as an antiseplic and his own oil as a

soothing lotion. It is his donkey who

Discover:

There are many ways to steal from
‘people. This verse starts with the general and
inoves to the sneaky. “Do not steal, do not
cheat,” it begins. OK, no problem there, But
it goes on, “Pay your workers each day.”

. Many hired hands, from Old Testament
times to Jesus' day, were paid by the day
(Matthew 20.1—8). Such people needed a
daily amount. Hold the payment back and the
worker is pushed into debt. They cannot
purchase food for their family; they either
starve or borrow money (Devteronomuy
24.14—15; Jeremigh 22.3).

Here, in a passage written maybe 3,000
years ago, we have practices that sound very
contemporary; just hold the wages back a bit,
delay paying that invoice until you absolutely
have to. Bul the Bible is against any kind of
sharp accounting. “Workers are worth what
they earn,” says Jesus, And what they earn
should not be held back from them,

transports the wounded man to the inn and
his money which pays for the room.

It is easy to love those whom we like. It is
easy to show compassion for our
compatriots. But God's kind of love demands
more. And it might demand that we sacrifice
our own clothes to heal others. We might be
called to sacrifice not just oil, wine and
money, but our prejudices as well.

Dream

Imagine your worst enemy becoming
your best friend! How could that happen?

Do

MNext time someone cries for help, respond

straight away, and see where it leads you.

Lord, | celebrate and shout because you are

kind. When you see me suffering. you care

for me. You rescue me and put me back
together again.

The principle? Don't steal; don't cheat; pay
the right amount. right on time.

Uream
Isn’t it great when you're paid
promptly? What if we all did this for one
another!

Hold your latest payslip. Think where the |

money will be going. Give thanks.

. Lo
Put all requests for payment together in
~one place. Deal with them by the end of
the day.
Having trouble with money? Ask God for
advice. Share the issue with other people
as well.

Every bone in my body shouts, “No one is

like you, Lord. You protect the helpless from —i—

those in power; you save the poor and
needy from those who hurt them.”
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