UNIT 2

. Cosmic Destiny

Creation trom Its Beginning .

In 1‘|'||5. unit Yo WI” expiore;
1. How the cosmos came into being and his evolved
L]
2. Some religious perspectives on why the cosmos exists
' )

3. The ophions of .
* belief in a chance destiny
* belief in God's planned destiny

Questions

1. Is our cosmos purposeless?
2. Is our cosmos the result of random chance?

|
|
Are human beings the result of chance foclors?
Are human |;|r_-.|1-!:_;5. part af God's pan tor the whaole universe?

Are science and religion contradiciory ar complementary?

Can there be any type of fruth in a story that is not literally
true? [Think of Aesop’s lables )




The cosmic
clock starts
ticking ...

How did creation happen?
A scientist might tell*this story.

n a Hash, oul ol nowhere, a liny tireball of cosmic embryo ignited.

Thirteen billion years later its force still pulsates throughout the cosmos

and drives it towards its destiny, fuelled by its primordiol energy. Time,
space and everything there is come info being with this rather small bang|

Boiling gos was released, colopuliing everywhere. Clouds of cooling
gas whirled, expanded and puffed ever onwards. Abeut half a billien
years ofter it oll began, the pull of gravity caused them fo collide and give
birth to billions of golaxies of stars.

ore than 4 billion yeors ago, in the Milky Way golaxy, o cloud of
dust and gas shrank, spinning faster inlo a disc shape. lis core became
hotter ond denser unfil it llashed into life, giving birth to @ star - the Sun.
In the surrounding disc nine planets began fo form, including Earth,
generated by light and energy fram the Sun’s nuclear fusion reactfons.
The cosmic egg had hatched.

A precise combination of row material [dust and mud] frem the su-{c:u:e
of Earth, with energy and heat, took over 4500 million years 1o evolve

ie cosmos Is speciol because the finely bolonced forces of noture

right for life o evolve. But a different
idad. It is even pq:uihlu that many diversa

- I'l:ll-'ltpl:lndm.'lﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ miles per

Consider these questions:

I What is your reocfion fo such an omazing slory?

2. Do you wonder exocily where you ore and why you are here?

3. I, as the et says, you are made from stordust, who are you and do you really mafier?




The scientific Scientists generally accept that:
narrative
» The Big Bang could have produced o vost number of possible outcomes.
The probability of evolution of an earth like ours is small but nat entirely a
matter of random chance
> AHmmﬁvulr, our cosmos and the lows of physics operating in it could be

the result ol random chance.

Haliginus truth Religion uses stories o convey imporiant religious truths which otherwise are

difficult 1o express and grasp. These symbclic stories are known as ‘myths’
Literal truth hos a different function from religious truth. The former states the
focts of fhe moner and the latter draws out the meaning.

Mowe rand Ganeds 1 1=2do and Genesne 2:46-25 These ore Pag lewish
roligious norrofivas exploining baliels abow why the cosmos was creaked
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Lse these clues o help vou undersiond the Bible narmalres ond ses what the wribers

may l-.[- gafhng atl T"I"r wall I||-_-||;. il 1O Oinswe o] :: E, ‘;!i:"ﬂ,'u' BT L .'|'||"".|‘|"".

h"“ﬁf'l! creation All ancient civilizations produced their own versions of the world's origins
narratives and signiticonce Clbviously they had limited scientific knowledge about the
universe bul these narmofives emphasized mligh:u:. truth

The Jews have two different creation narratives incorparating their own
distinctive beliels about God and the destiny of God's creahon  Thesa
narratives were nol inlended 1o be mainly scientitic occounts of how the
cosmos originated |they actually contradict each other in their details) but
rather they state why the universe was created - os o deliberote oct of God
who hod o purpase and o plan lor il

Although the narratives are different, they both proclaim

~ that God, not chance, |s responsible for creation

- that creation is overwhelmingly good

~ that humans have a special re ip with God ond a special part o
ploy in occomplishing God's plan for them and the cosmos

The older narrative, in Genesis 2 4b-25, tells about Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden It focuses on the forming of man and woman as God's lirst
act of creation, with the rest of creation directly serving humankind's needs
The close relafionship batween God and people is emphasized

» The narrafive in Genesis | 1-2 4a, writlen laler, describes creafion in a
sis-clay fimescale Il is @ more sophisticaled occount, where God is more
remate and orders creation to happen There is on amphasis here on the
imporiance of the Sabbath [Friday sunset lo Saturday sunset), with God
resting on the seventh day olter completing his work Human beings are
made in God's ‘image’ This idenlities them os God's representatives,
created to share the responsibilities of creation

Different VRIpINhES Biblical material is interpreted differently within both Judoism and Christianity,
to these Jewish depending on whether believers hove o troditional or more modern approach

narrafives o their Scriptures
> Some Jews and Christions believe creation ook ploce exoctly as recounted
in thess hwa narrafives and they reject alternative scientific accounhs of
creafion

» Otther Jews and Christions believe thaot both the scientific and the biblicol
versions help their understanding of creation, the lormer explaining how
creation might have come about and the latier why it might have happened

» Atheists, who reject beliel in God, deny any fruth in the biblical creation
narrative, believing that only the scientitic occounts have anything to say
about crealion




Discuss

Who sedencs mighl have kad the writers ol the jewith creatan
namahives fo believe God wos responsible bor crealion?

When ewiclence would heve convirced them $af crenfion was

goodt
What might have led them lo believe they were pariners with
Gad |u||||||ng the destiry of creatani

in procfice, what might such o pormership requens from peoplet

How oo you account b pECE 3 diFarant inherpretahang al
beblical matenial, eug. |derol and more liberod

Wy aore religion and scisnce ohen seen oi enemiest

Whot are your cwn teelings ond quesfions as you learn more
oboul e complexitias ond vosimess of e universe?

Record

tram the hwa Bablical noralives aboul crenhion cRoaks
quatations which express the religicus ruth closms in the
accounts. Devise an inleresting way of presenting these
qualations ond their it claims on paper

Wrile o conversalion batwesen

o] A religicos person who belisves s universe wos cregied
by odd lileroly as the Genesis occounls shale

b A religious person who believes e universe evolves in
o way |l d-n-l:'. hu-l;l;l.:m E-nd '-"I"-’";."_"’":I ) :H‘.-'-IEII::-p ift
thal way
Ar athesl wha beleves thal eharce facion, ned God
resubied in evolusion laking e particular coursa it has

nchude reasons for te points mode. [Work in threes, soch
'ullng o robe. Think about which rale 15 hardes e get inkg
and why|

Wrile @ heliiows slary which comvenyd on imponiand MELIO0E YOU
iwoidd [ike S0 pas on o readers

Find Out

Ressorch the lolest sciendific knowhedge on the origins of the
JRIVEISE "m:ulb': e the elernet i';{rep [a} r.E|*.¢r\-ﬂ| oF Chas
mecord of developments aver o penod of weeks by checking
websites. While o persanal or class repoet on your lindings and
commeni an: [o] the signiticonce of these for humonkind; [b] why
i seieetilic progress mighl b indenesling and relevani 1o ome
religious bellevers and ol to others

fecord on inlerview with o person who believes fhat their lile is
part af God's plan and with one who believes #af chance i1 in
confrol and get bofh fo axplain how hesr beliefs imtluence he
woy they live, Use these inderviaws oy the basss for o claw

Reflection, Response

discussion or more formal debale with prepared speeches. You
could e same al the infarmaten gataned in Unif § Find Ot
question 5

Cokect ortickes from the media about people who you bebeve
demansirole a sensa of purpose in their lives. Colegarize tham fo
deniity mofivations, &.g. personol ambitions, polificol ideclogy,
desire fo mmprowe the plored, commitment 1o religious beliet
Write @ shotement that drows a0 yout evidence 1o demonshate
the significance of purpase in pacple's lves.

Idenfify examples from conlemperary songwriters who describe
tha problams al e grd the search o persanal destiry and
meaning. Creale o desagn or poster Io focus on your Findings

Imagine

Imagine you kFiad the ppporiunify o [J::.l,]r o cosmes and s
horms: within & Consader such quashons o, Woud fha cosmos
be vast and mysierioes? Would lifeforms be programmed or et
io tir own devices? YWould fere be time? lgentity either in o
giogrom of in noks farm

- the key teatures of your bluaprnt
herw your wirld would develes

- your hopes for your world

Imagine the insnuctions God might give io the parenks of o
nevw-borm baby about is pirpose and desfing. Diesign o
handback to be delversd with the bakyl

Imogane you wers in contral of the sxisting unvenss, with
complale powss o change and run il What would your major
|;|-r_l||5'1|'. O woiTis |.'1-|-.:' 'i":""l-.',' r_||r_|rl|;'.v:'. -.-.-un,-u;_l you mt:'li:h A "h_-
hrat weex?

Questions

Look again af the questions af the beginning of the unit
[poge ¥ Have you chonged your initial responsa? Why®
Why not?

Concepts

Here ore some concepls you have encountered m

this unit

* creafion expinined in nnm:mﬁrrhng redigious and
scienfific terms

v yory as the comeyor of rehgious ruth

® cosmic ond personas desfiny 0s dapendend on
chance or on divine dasign




